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Regions: 
R1:  Greg Hellyer 617-918-8677  
R2:  Gina Ferreira 212-6373768 
R3:  Patricia Bradley 410-305-2744 
       Randy Pomponio  215-814-2702 
       Tom DeMoss  410-305-2739 
R4:  Cory Berish 404-562-8276 
       Rick Durbrow 404-562-8286 
R5: Jerri-Anne Garl 312-353-1441 
       John Perrecone  312-353-1149 
       Karen Rodriguez 312-353-2690 
R6:  Sharon Osowski  214-665-7506 
R7:  Walt Foster  913-551-7290 
       Brenda Groskinsky 913-551-7188 
R8:  Karl  Hermann 303-312-6628 
        Patti Tyler 303-312-6081 
R9:  Bobbeye Smith 415-972-3735 
R10:  Gretchen Hayslip 206-553-1685 
 
Headquarters: 
OPEI: Michael Mascia 202-566-2176 
ORD:  David Klauder 202-564-6496 
OW: Douglas Norton 202-566-1221 
 
 
 

Example Successes / Works in Progress: 

R3: The Canaan Valley Institute (CVI) -The Mid-
Atlantic Highlands Action Program: Transforming 
the Legacy - CVI invited EPA to work with regional 
organizations to establish a program, build the part-
nerships, and perform the collaborative science, dia-
logue, and actions necessary to revitalize, protect, and 
steward watersheds, public health and socio-
economic conditions in the Mid-Atlantic Highlands. 
(Tom DeMoss: 410-305-2702) 
 
R4: Protecting Critical Ecosystems with the South-
eastern Ecological Framework  (SEF) GeoBook: 
The SEF is a hub and corridor network of ecologically 
significant lands across the SE.  The SEF GeoBook 
supports local decision-making for greenspace protec-
tion with a web based GIS data viewer application that 
highlights the SEF in relation to 8 natural resource 
issues, related data, potential funding sources, and 
links to high resolution data.  
(Rick Durbrow: 404-562-8286) 
 
R5: Enhancing citizen access to EPA data 
sources: Conducted a Lake Michigan Basin analysis.  
Through the use of a geo-spatial model, the highest 
quality areas needing restoration / protection were 
discussed at the Lake Michigan Area Management 
Plan Workshop and published in the Plan in 2003. 
(John Perrecone:  312-353-1149)   
 
R7: Geo-Spatial Tools:  The Synoptic Wetlands 

Ranking Tool enables the Region to calculate the per-

cent of pristine wetlands in comparison to the total 

amount of wetlands that have been saved from con-

version.  A terrestrial and aquatic version of the rank-

ing tool is under development.  (Brenda Groskinsky: 

913-551-7188)  

R8: Application of the Regional Ecological As-
sessment Framework:  The framework is being em-

ployed in a number of projects, including the Environ-

mental Monitoring and Assessment Program's Wes t-

ern Pilot, and recently, the San Juan Mountains as-

sessment.  (Karl Hermann: 303-312-6628) 

 



MISSION:  The mission of the Regional 
Ecosystem Protection (REP) Network is to 
foster initiatives and strategies within the 
core functions of the U.S. EPA that facilitate 
the protection and restoration of ecosys-
tems, which are critical to biodiversity, hu-
man health,and/or landscape functions. 

 

KEY ACTIVITIES: 
 
6/02  Regions / ORD Critical Ecosystems  
         Workshop 
          -  Proceedings Report.  
          -  REP Network (Initially called ESE)  
              concepts presented / ratified. 
                  
12/02   Influenced EPA Goal 4  
            development to include  
            ecosystems. 
 
5/03  Communication / Outreach 
         -   REP Network Strategy. 
         -   REP Network Fact Sheet. 
         -   Presentations at EPA Science  
             Forum 2003. 
         -   REP Network members meeting 
              with Headquarters managers and 
             staff to discuss opportunities for  
             collaboration. 
 
In Progress: 
• OPEI / University of Florida inventory of 

Regional geo-spatial tools (R2, R4, R5, 
R6, R8). 

• Evaluating potential role for Regions to 
cooperate with the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the States implementation 
of the Comprehensive Wildlife 
Conservation Plan.   

• Looking for opportunities to  participate 
in the Agency’s  State of the 
Environment Report. 

 

VISION:   “Through 2008, identify and syn-
thesize the identify the best available scien-
tific information, models, methods, and 
analyses to support Agency guidance and 
policy decisions related to the health of peo-
ple, communities and ecosystems.” 

WHO ARE  WE?  An energized coalition of 

EPA Regional and Headquarters staff and 
managers dedicated to ecosystem protection 
through the sharing of ideas about ecosystem 
assessments and innovative management,  
and geo-spatial tool development / applica-
tions.  Backed by sound science and practical 
technology, the REP Network and the REP 
Strategy focus on real program decisions.  We 
champion the integration of ecological and bio-
logical indicators into EPA program and part-
ner decision-making processes that support 
the mission of the Agency in the protection of 
human health and the environment for the long 
term success of ecosystem protection efforts.    

WHAT DO WE NEED?  EPA’s senior man-

agement to provide leadership, encourage-
ment and assignment of staff to officially par-
ticipate in the Network.  Empowerment from 
the senior staff  to perform ecosystem assess-
ments more readily across the Regions to bet-
ter understand the condition of the ecological 
resources over time, which would lead to  
more effective delivery of EPA’s programs. 

GOALS  
  
1.  Ensure Agency-wide access to environ-
mental management decision-support 
tools that integrate best available scientific 
knowledge of ecosystems values, func-
tions and conditions. 
 
2.  Ensure Agency-wide application of eco-
system protection principles, data, and 
tools in EPA decision-making. 
 
3.  Establish Agency-wide appreciation for 
how ecosystem protection principles, data, 
and tools can help  EPA and it partners 
achieve their missions to safeguard human 
health and the environment. 
 
4.  Ensure Agency-wide integration of eco-
systems values, functions, and conditions 
into EPA’s programs. 
 

REP Network Website:   

Additional information will be posted at:   

 epa.gov/region8/water/repn 

 


